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Healt Financing TWG  UPDATE  June, 2015
Last HFTWG met in April

Health Financing Strategy: 
· Technical work on the strategy has completed. It is now with the MOHSW  for finalisation and Ministry approval.
· The Ministry communicated, that instead of handing the strategy in for cabinet approval it will develop a cabinet paper for approval of the Single National Health Insurance Legislation approval – it will be then submitting the HFS as supportive document to the SNHI Act request.

CHF implementation as HF priority in the interim (until SNHI established):
· On the 17th April a CHF implementers meeting was facilitated by the HF TWG, durng this meeting the different implementing partners of CHF: NHIF, GIZ, PharmAccess, SDC, HIMSO presented up-dates on their different CHF activities.  It was interesting to see the best practices emerge from the different projects but also to note different bottle necks and challenges, particularly relating to delays or non-payment of matching funds as well as through relatively fragmented approaches of the different projects in the different regions/ districts they focus on.
· MOHSW decided to continue with regular meetings of the CHF implementers in order to guide them towards a more harmonised approach which works ultimately to achieving the principles layed out within the HFS.  Particularly orienting the implementers towards creating a good CHF administration that is adaptable to become the foundation of the SNHI at district level in the long-run (i.e. be absorbed into the structures of a future SNHI).
· The next CHF impelmenter’s meeting is envisaged to take place mid-August 2015.  Main scope of this meeting will be to develop a joint roadmap for CHF priorities within the new financial year, with particular guidance of the MOHSW on which individual CHF approaches/ innovations to harmonise , adopt or reinforce among implementers (particularly also looking at the role of NHIF and its CHF mandate).
Another subject will be the discussion on whether to reinstate the CHF days.

Global Financing Facility:

· The WB approved a US$200 million International Development Association (IDA) credit to improve the quality of primary health care services in Tanzania, with a focus on maternal, neonatal, and child health services. The Strengthening Primary Health Care for Results‏ Program will also be supported by US$40 million from the Global Financing Facility (GFF), Tanzania is the first country receiving money from the newly established GFF as of July 2015.
· The Program will help the Government of Tanzania strengthen its primary health care, with a strong focus on the country’s Big Results Now in Health initiative. This initiative aims to improve maternal, neonatal, and child health in poor regions with the highest burden by strengthening performance, governance and accountability in the country’s primary health care system. By 2035, Program activities are expected to contribute to preventing as many as 1 million infant deaths and 84,000 maternal deaths.

· The investment plan of the GFF for Tanzania is in the process of being developed by a WB assigned Business Development Unit in close collaboration with the Ministry of Health and Social Welfare and in regular consultation with key stakeholders.  The investment plan will lay out the modalities of how the GFF funds will be flowing through the health care system in alignment to the current health financing reform discussions, hence the health financing strategy draft.  Also the health financing strategy draft has taken up the new funding source through GFF into its concept and suggests eventual channeling of these funds through the single national health insurance pool, once created. In current absence of a Single National Health Insurer it is likely that the GFF funds will be channeled through on-budget modalities such as the health basket fund, which entails spending indicators in favor of improved Health Care for Women, Newborns and Children towards which GFF is also geared.
(WB could add/ clarify/ up-date further during the meeting)
TZ Results Based Financing: 

· Orientations and trainings for Trainers from the MoHSW and PMORALG conducted in May

· Thereafter the plan was to orient regional level authorities, councils and some identified NGOs operating in Shinyanga on RBF concepts and related topics. 
· Further orientation is planned also to some CHWs and health facility governing committee members, training of health facility staff and of course training of identified verifiers in Shinyanga
This were up-dates received end of April - No new progress up-dates at this point (WB could add during the meeting)
Next envisaged HF TWG Tuesday 14th July 2015
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