[bookmark: _GoBack]SPEECH OF THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH AND SOCIAL WELFARE HON. DR. HUSSEIN MWINYI (MP)
DURING THE COMMEMMORATION OF THE WORLD AIDS DAY 2012 IN LINDI REGION – 1st DECEMBER 2012 

· Guest of Honor, the President of the United Republic of Tanzania, Dr. Jakaya Mrisho Kikwete,
· Regional Commissioner,  Lindi Region,
· Honorable Ministers,
· Honorable Regional Commissioners 
· Honorable District Commissioners 
· Members of Parliament,
· Executive Chairman, Tanzania Commission for AIDS,
· Development Partners for AIDS,
· Chairman of the Council of People Living with HIV,
· Leaders of Political Parties,
· Religious Leaders,
· Distinguished Guests,
· Ladies and Gentlemen

Your Excellency,
First of all I would like to extend my gratitude to the  Lindi leadership for inviting me to join you in commemorating the World AIDS Day. In particular, I thank people of Lindi Region for giving me this opportunity to present health sector HIV response.

Your Excellency,
The national theme of this year’s World AIDS Day is "Tanzania Without New HIV Infections, Stigma and AIDS Related Deaths is Possible". This theme has been adapted from the English language that says 'Getting to Zero: Zero New HIV Infection, Zero Discrimination and Zero AIDS Related Deaths'. In addition, this theme is a call for all of us as a nation, to stand up ensure that we prevent all new HIV Infections, we eradicate stigma and end the problem of AIDS related deaths by 2015.

Your Excellency,
My Ministry in collaboration with various stakeholders in the country, has made significant progress towards attaining the three goals. I say this from the evidence of a decline in the HIV prevalence rate from 7 in 2003/2004 to 5.7 percent in 2007/2008. Similarly, a reduction of stigma and AIDS related deaths which is the result of the use of antiretroviral drug. It is my hope that, the forthcoming HIV and AIDS and Malaria Indicator Survey of 2011/12 will provide us with the actual trend of the current HIV prevalence in the country. 

Your Excellency,
The Government through the Ministry of Health and Social Welfare is implementing Prevention of Mother to Child Transmission of HIV (PMTCT), the programme that started in 2000. By December 2011, the PMTCT services were offered in 4,603 health facilities across the country, which is equivalent to 93 percent of all health facilities that provide maternal and child health services. A total of 86,875 HIV positive pregnant women were receiving ARVs drugs to prevent mother to child HIV transmission. This is 71 percent of all the estimated 122,146 HIV positive pregnant women in 2011, an increase of 62 percent compared to 2005 which was 11,435 pregnant women equivalent to 9 percent receiving this service. 

Your Excellency,
The Ministry of Health and Social Welfare has continued to expand early diagnosis of HIV infection among infants born to HIV positive mothers. By December 2011, there were 1,660 PMTCT sites providing these services by sending samples to the special referral hospital laboratories. The number of children reached by this service has been increasing; for 2009, there were 18,231 children grew to 22,033 in 2010 and 27,245 children in 2011.

Your Excellency,
Despite the efforts and progress made in PMTCT services, the United Nations has provided a new perspective to eradicate new HIV infections in infants by 2015, and prevent deaths of mothers. Government through my Ministry has formed a task force that coordinates and oversees the implementation of a five year National Strategic Plan to implement and monitor this agenda. The Ministry has also reviewed the guidelines for service delivery and training curriculum for service providers, creating conducive environment to achieving the set target. The Government will in addition continue to improve delivery of these services in accordance with the national guidelines. 

Your Excellency,
Another strategy implemented by the Ministry of Health and Social Welfare is Voluntary Medical Male Circumcision. This programme is implemented in regions with high HIV prevalence coupled with low level of male circumcision. The regions include Iringa, Njombe, Simiyu, Geita, Katavi, Mbeya, Rukwa, Tabora, Shinyanga, Kagera, Mwanza and Mara. As ofOctober 2012, a total of 287,055 men have been circumcised against a set target of 2.8 million males by 2015. Recognizing the importance of voluntary medical male circumcision to to HIV prevention, Government continues to sollicit funds to expand and improve the service. 

Your Excellency,
On the other hand, the Government is implementing a Positive Health Dignity and Prevention (PHDP) Strategy. In this strategy, people living with HIV have the responsibility to make sure they don’t get new HIV infections as well as they don’t infect others. If this will be adhered.

Your Excellency,
Blood transfusion accounts between 5 to 10 percent of all HIV transmission, my Ministry continues to implement the National Blood Transfusion Services. This program has the responsibility to ensure all blood is tested to determine HIV infection and the availability of safe blood in our health facilities. Availability of safe blood in our hospitals has contributed to reduction of risk of HIV and other diseases transmitted by blood. I hereby call upon Tanzanians to continue our commitment to contribute to the blood bank so as to have sufficient and adequate blood banks.

Your Excellency,
The government is also implementing HIV prevention through supplying both male and female condoms and is currently expanding the availability of free condoms by getting them out of the health facilities to the community where needy people are found.


Your Excellency,
Regarding voluntary HIV counseling and testing services, the level of awareness among Tanzanians has been increasing especially after the campaign you launched in July 2007. The number of Tanzanians who have tested has been increasing from 1898 in 1997 to 17,008,475 in March 2012. The Government will ensure the availability of reagents.

Your Excellency,
Recently, the Ministry of Health and Social Welfare in collaboration with the Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) conducted a study of female sex workers in Dar es Salaam. The rate of HIV infection was found to be 31.4 percent, a rate which is three times more than the average of HIV prevalence in the total population of Dar es Salaam of 9.3 percent. The rate is also higher by 21 percent compared to that of total women in D’Salaam of 10.4 percent. We as the Ministry, we are using these results as evidence of the necessity of giving priority to allocate resources to the Most at Risk Population including female sex workers.

Your Excellency,
In order to ensure AIDS deaths are eradicated in the country, the Government through the Ministry of Health and Social Welfare has continued to provide care and treatment services to people living with HIV. Until June 2012, a total of 1,057,780 Tanzanians were enrolled into care and treatment services, of whom 618,920 are using ARVs that are provided for free in the 1,176 health facilities in the country.

Your Excellency,
Ministry of Health and Social Welfare is in the process of developing the Health Sector HIV and AIDS Strategic Plan III for 2013/2017. The Strategic Plan is a succession of the Second Strategic Plan whose implementation started in 2008 and completed this year (2012). It acts as a vision for the health sector in the implementation of various HIV and AIDS interventions in the country and will serve as a catalyst for Tanzania to achieve the goal of eradicating new infections, stigma and AIDS deaths. This strategy will also boost the speed of Tanzanians towards achieving the millennium development goals.

Your Excellency,
The success of the Ministry of Health and Social Welfare to implement various HIV and AIDS interventions have been reached due to the efforts of the various countries and the resources provided by the Government and its stakeholders. We are grateful to our partners for responding to our needs and that the support will continue.

Your Excellency,
In order to achieve the goal of "Tanzania without new HIV Infections, Stigma and AIDS Related Deaths", every Tanzanian should be at the forefront to prevent new HIV infection including the optimum use of HIV and AIDS services provided in the health facilities. 
Considering all the above and various other strategies, I believe in the HIV and AIDS epidemic will be a history that will be told to others in the future. I urge you to stop new infections and stigma towards people living with HIV. It is possible to have TANZANIA WITHOUT AIDS. 


Thank you for listening
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