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Healt Financing TWG  UPDATE  January, 2017
Last HFTWG met December 14th  
Health Financing Strategy, SNHI Bill, ICHF:

· Workshop on the details of the HFS and the SNHI principles for selected parliamentarians as requested by Ministry has been postponed until further notice – also under consideration that it is becoming increasingly unlikely that the SNHI Bill will be tabled by Parliament February 2017 (due to delays in approval of related cabinet papers by cabinet). 
Further need to support advocacy sessions with parliamentarians might arise after cabinet approval of the SNHI bill paper – in this case MOHCDGEC will request support from partners as this occurs – for now no immediate activity is planned here.
· Actuarial study results were presented at the December TWG upon which comments have been collected from stakeholders and are currently being fed back to the consultants.  They will revise the report and produce a final version by the end of January.
· The study results have left some open questions as to how to approach some of its recommendations.  Furthermore, ICHF will be applied in the new year with a strong push by government to scale up membership into CHF (in the current absence of the SNHI ) thus the desire emerges to think through the different concrete implementation steps of the HFS in preparation for the SNHI.  Here the Ministry proposes a 2-3 day workshop retreat under support and guidance of interested P4H partners to systematically think through the actuarial study recommendations and what they mean for implementation, as well as revise the existing draft implementation plan of the HFS and come up with realistic activities.

This WS will likely take place beginning of February – MOHCDGEC will propose the dates  and invite participants (a selected technical participants from the HFTWG consisting of MOHCDGEC and relevant DPs.

· Since the ICHF action plan is about to be approved by the Minister, it will be important to align all implementing partners and agencies on the foreseen CHF “reforms”, so they can all adopt one coherent approach in their further support to scaling up CHF.  To this end MOHCDGEC will be proposing a CHF implementer’s meeting, including CHF implementing partners as well as some of the larger services delivery support partners in order to present the ICHF plan and discuss how to best sequence its implementation to ensure a harmonized approach.

This is likely to be a 1-day workshop, taking place in DSM sometime between 16th – 31st January – MOHCDGEC to propose date and invite participants.

· After the two first workshops Ministry proposes to hold a 1-day HFS/ SNHI session with selected representatives of the different MOHCDGEC departments, the PORALG health department and health focal persons from MOF in order to make them aware of the envisaged HFS/ SNHI implementation plan and create understanding as to how different implementation items link to the different sector department’s work, the work of PORALG and MOF.

This workshop has the aim to link the sub-sectors better, make them see how the HFS cannot operate in isolation of the other health sector components and jointly see how this is an integrated approach towards achieving UHC. 
The dates for this 1-day session will be determined at the end of the workshop on the implementation plan and communicated by MOH subsequently to the relevant invitees.
Other info
· USAID/PS3 supported a workshop for MOHCDGEC, NHIF and PORALG on output-based provider payment systems mid December. The WS related to the design, development and implementation of two types of payment systems: shift of HBF to output-based pay directly to facilities and refinement of NHIF payment systems.  

Next HF TWG Tuesday 17th January 2017
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