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Introductions: the meeting started a bit late than usual due to members delay in attending. The meeting started with introduction of members.

Sector Updates: 
1. DPG Health. 
Health basket fund MOU is currently being reviewed by Irish Aid, and there is a suggestion for inclusion of one nutrition indicator for health basket fund performance to be measured on annual basis.  
Some members of the DPG-N suggest inclusion of EBF as nutrition indicators however, the discussions among members suggested that EBF is only a proxy indicator for nutrition and it may be difficulty to collect accurate and valid data on six months EBF. It is also not a specific health system indicator and is a result of behaviors and support within the household. Hence the suggestion was to include indicators such as low birth weight, wasting, and stunting. Some individual donors such as USAID are in the process of identifying their nutrition indicators – aiming to reduce stunting. 
The HSSP IV has zero nutrition consideration, UNICEF is concerned that Health Basket fund only funds thing like Vitamin A, but does not look into things like SAM, IYCF, health facility data on stunting, etc. even most surveys don’t go down below the district level. Stunting is not just a health sector issue so cannot use this as an indicator of health system performance.  
Proposition: UNICEF proposed two indicators to be looked at i.e. Vitamin A and Iron Folic (during pregnancy) with the argument that once maternal health is taken care of, it will automatically influence antenatal care and address low birth weight issues. Irish Aid proposed low birth weight as indicator to be looked at.  It was unanimously agreed that iron folate supplementation (as a specific health system indicator) and low birth weight (although only half of births are in health facilities, attendance for BCG is high).
Way forward: iron folate supplementation and low birth weight will be proposed to DPGH.
2. DHS meeting 
Process being delayed due to government’s requirement to include micronutrients in the DHS, which was not included in the original budget. Additional funding required for this activity is almost one third of the total DHS budget ($970K), which has not yet been met. Troika for nutrition is in favor of the activity and some donors may be interested in funding this. 
Way forward: the DPG – N chair will seek more updates on DHS especially regarding funding  
3. HSSP IV – there is still window of opportunity for people to send their inputs in tabular format to DPG-N chair. Only high level issues are suggested since the document is in very draft format.  The deadline for this activity is 4th March. 

4. Food Fortification:  HIKI updated on National food fortification alliance meeting is expected to be held on 21st Feb (which is a Saturday) – presenter will clarify if this is the planned date. 
All DPG-N members are invited 
5. Agriculture – Irish Aid: ASDP 2 mission is in country for discussion with minister of agriculture on priorities to be included in the strategy. 
Coordination updates: 
1. High Level Steering Committee for Nutrition: No updates on the meeting date for the High level steering committee for Nutrition. 
2. SUN updates – ICE (Secretariat seeking on the independent comprehensive evaluation report). Irish Aid updated that Ireland is in the process of building consensus on nutrition indicators aligned with world health assembly indicators. SUN secretariat report submitted. 
3. New / Pipeline initiatives: Mwanzo Bora will be having a presentation by BBC media action on 18th Feb – morning on the finalized evaluation of SBCC package. Venue will be determined, expected invitees includes respective ministries, donors and other. 
4. IDS – Irish Aid updated that IDS would like to work with SUN networks to hold workshop between 17-21st March. The aim is to ensure maximization of private sector on nutrition. (Note date has changed to 30th and 31st march).
National Nutrition Survey – 2014 UNICEF 
UNICEF Updated that the report has been shared and feedback is received, and incorporated in the report by the consultant. The data from the report can be used for planning purposes but not for publication, as this awaits official launch by the PMO. The launch will be announced once the PS from PMO is available.  In the meantime press release is being prepared, by UNICEF (with a consultant) and expected to be released by 9th Feb. 
DPG-N Structure and functioning 
5. Co-Chair: 	There was a discussion on the current structure and function and members were asked if they have any suggestions to change or continue with the same structure. Previous structure had two co-chairs that ensured continuity of meetings in cases where the chair or / and first co-chairs are not around. Members voted for two co-chairs. Africare was previously voted as a co-chair and it was agreed they could take the position. 

6. Meeting format and dates 
Current situation – members sends items to the chair. Members suggested having simple reporting format and following up of key action points. Also the need for clarification on which member is reporting, i.e. agriculture, health, WASH etc. and also identification of focal person to do the debriefing.  There was a call for additional sectors to be involved e.g. private sector, Social protection etc. Also it was suggested that meetings to imitate the DPG-H structure whereby there will be presentation of key issues e.g. surveys findings prior to the main meeting. Members inquired about continuity and reservation of key documents and meeting notes for the DPG-N. Suggestions included having a repository, get access from the main DPG-Health website, and having a drop box. The later was voted against as most development partners will not be in position to access due to security limits. Brian Grant (Mwanzo Bora) will explore more on this issue and feedback in the next meeting. 
7. Specific areas of collective action for the year: What can a DPG-N do as a group to support the government? Suggestions included: - 
· Ensure Joint Multi-sectroal Nutrition Sector review is conducted each year, and support strengthening. 
· Planning and Budgeting process - Try to get more partners involved in this process this time around HKI, WHO, SAVE and UNICEF were involved. 
· WHO stunting workshop- UNICEF urged WHO should involve more partners in this workshop and have the government take the lead. 
· Continue to advocate for more funding in the country for nutrition
· Utilise the PROFILES work for advocacy for nutrition including domestic resource mobilization.
· Share lessons learned on quarterly basis. Especially with implementing partners.
· Have a common results framework for nutrition with clear M&E mechanisms that clarify how various donors can fund nutrition i.e. through projects or basket fund with one identified entity to lead the coordination.  (TZ has been criticized for having fragmented nutrition interventions hence not clear on how donors can provide funds) .
· Feed into the Governments common results framework for nutrition (being developed) 
8. Investigate possibilities of a nutrition basket fund and reflect on learning from health and other pooled mechanisms. 

Reporting mechanism: Currently DPG-N reports to DPG-Health. Direct reporting to the government involves quarterly meetings with the PMO (Obey). There is still a need to strengthen communication with the TFNC and see how the communication can be improved with coordinated monthly or quarterly meetings as feasible. 
FANUS conference: 
Presentation by committee members to the group. Budget was regarded as quite high and committee requested to revise it, and provide a rational budget. This is in the progress and will be shared. The committee will contact individual organizations to fund the event. DPG-N members are welcomed to join the committee as they see fit. Partners are also requested to support Tanzania participants from the government to attend the events. UNICEF is coordinating with its regional offices in Senegal and Kenya to advertise the event.  Abstracts deadline is 1st March, 2015 and members are encouraged to send as many as possible – through www.lishe.org. 
Upcoming events: 
· Dissemination of Mwanzo Bora evaluation results for their SBCC (By BBC media action) to take place on 18th Feb (morning) Venue TBD. 
· Food Fortification alliance meeting – hosted by HKI to take place on 21st Feb
AOB: 
· CIFF will identify what their interest is for Tanzania on their strategy, however, there will be no call for proposal but organization can send their concept notes soliciting funds. 
· Martha Nyagaya from Irish Aid said goodbye to the team as she is leaving the embassy with effect from 9th February, but she will be around till 13th Feb. members extended their farewell on this surprise goodbye. Where possible there will be arrangement to have a small farewell for her.
· Next meeting items (in addition to standing items): FANTA to provide an update on the status of the National Nutrition Policy; PANITA to provide an overview of new strategy. 
· Next meeting to be held on 10th March at Africare Mwanzo Bora Nutrition Project offices @3:15pm (not the usual venue @ WFP). 
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