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Healt Financing TWG  UPDATE  May, 2016
Last HFTWG met April 12th
Health Financing Strategy up-dates:

· A final draft of the Health Financing Strategy with new MBP costing scenarios 9as developed jointly between Palladium Group and MOHCDGEC ) has so far not been shared with stakeholders and submission of the related cabinet paper to Cabinet for review has also not been communicated to date.
· MOHCDGEC is still confirming the plan to submit the SNHI bill for deliberation to parliament in September.

· As pre-condition for submission the Social Security Regulating Authority is now requesting an actuarial analysis to be done to support the submission of the bill.  Here the MOHCDGEC is currently looking for partners to support this analysis, so it can complete before September.

CHF implementer’s meeting: The last meeting took place on the 18th May in Mtwara 
· The implementer’s meeting this time took place in Mtwara, as there was expressed desire to attach a field visit to CHF as implemented in Nachingwea, Lindi MC, Masasi and Ruangwa.  The CHF implementer’s visited facilities, district councils and village committees involved in CHF implementation under GIZ/ TGPSH support.  The implementer’s took away a wealth of best practices and understood the challenges to constructively keep feeding the discussions and developments of new harmonized CHF design for the country.
· At the actual Implementers meeting up-dates were given that the propose CHF action plan is still under review by PORALG and only upon their approval will be presented for wider consultation to stakeholders.

· As for the progress on a harmonized database for CHF, NHIF reported to have independently involved a consultant to take this further for them.  This consultant was reported to go to Mara region to study the database approach of Pharmaccess further.  This caused confusion among implementer’s as this is a turn of events contrary to what had been elaborated and recommended by the designated task force working on the database proposal.  Here NHIF was urged by the CHF implementer’s group to be more transparent in its activities and consult before embarking on an independent mission on this subject.  The meeting decided NHIF ought to present the TORs and the plans for the database before engaging the consultant at the next HF TWG!

· NHIF was up-dating on the limited availability of matching funds.  Apparently the allocated budget by MOHCDGEC for matching grants is running out and no new funds are in sight.  This would strongly compromise the affordability and equity around CHF and thus its sustainability in the longer run.  Not having matching funds would further be contrary to the HFS plans for a SNHI which also requires substantial government subsidies to ensure equitable and country –wide coverage.
NHA and PER:  
No up-dates
Results Based Financing: 

· The RBF steering committee met on the 31st May.  Progress in the roll out of RBF was reported by the RBF team (currently into all of Shiniyanga region and Mwanza, with Pwani next on the list from September).
· Due to observations during implementation of RBF in Kishapu, the RBF team has put forward few recommendations to adjust the original design of the RBF.  These changes relate to better scaling incentive deductions in relation to error rating, changing the CHF indicator to apply to the District not to health Facility since membership enrollment is now responsibility of the District and no longer the health facility in Shiniyanga under the improved CHF, and on the verifier to change from the IAG to the RAS.   Consensus was to wait until WB consults its technical team on these changes and until also the process assessment has completed and compare recommendations of the assessment with the recommendations of the team before taking ultimate decisions on changing the design.
· The RBF process assessment will kick-off during the week of the 6th June and complete end of August with a final report presentation.  The consulting team has been contracted by WHO and P4H-GIZ consisting of a regional lead consultant from Burundi (Dr Eric Bigirimana) , a national consultant (Dereck Chitama, MSPH) and an international resources person (Bruno Meessen).
Next envisaged HF TWG Tuesday 7th June 2016
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